Honorable Amy Krause

54 -A District Court
Lansing, MI

Program Description

- In January of 2004,
the 54-A District
Court began a new
and innovative way
to handle domestic
violence cases by
establishing a
Domestic Violence
(DV) Court to focus
upon these crimes.

Homicide Prevention
» Team Approach




Arraignment / Plea

» When a defendant is arraigned on domestic violence
charges, he or she will be given pretrial and ju ry-trial
dates in order to expedite these cases.

Additionally, defendants are required to enroll inia

Batterers Intervention Program on the day that he or she
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pleads guilty or is found guilty in a trial, The court refers

defendants to different programs, depending upon the

facts ofithe case and' the'defendant’s needs.

Attendance at the program is mandatory, and a bench
warrant will be issued if the defendant fails to
immediately enroll in the program or fails to appear at a
session.

Orders preventing contacting

= Atarraignment, a PA-53
order will usually:be
issued that prevents the
defendant from having
any contact whatsoever
with the alleged victim in
the case.
Removal of orders
Consequences for
violations of the Court’s

order




Accountability

Participation in the DV Court requires
defendants to be accountable for their
behavior. Defendants must know that if
they do not comply with the court's
requirements, an arrest is imminent, It
enforces the idea that those that are guilty
of domestic violence must be held
accountable for their actions.

Cycle of Domestic Violence
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